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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1.  Leiter to Parents with an outline of the study

Special Education Centre
Roger A Baxter
Telephone: 49216268

21 January 1598

Parent Copy of the Information Statement
for the
Research Project
on

The influence of the environment on child behaviour
in a children's centres.

Dear Parent

I am writing to you to seek your support for a research project
I would like to carry out at your centre.

I have been invelved in child care cover the past 20 years,
having been a Director of centres in Sydney and Newcastle, as
well as a teacher of child care at TAFE. Currently I am
enrclled as a PhD student in the Faculty of Education at the
University of Newcastle, where I am preparing my thesis on child
behavicur in children's centres. My supervisor and the chief
investigator for this project is Associate Professor Phil
Foreman.

For the past twoc years I have been working on a theory which
links the effects of centre environments with the way children
behave in centres. Now I need to check the theory with the
reality of what children do all day, every day. Below I have
detailed what I am wanting to do 'in your centre and the
permission I need from you before I can start. If you want any
additional information, or you would like to discuss any aspect
of my propesal, please do not hesitate to contact me at the
University by telephoning 49216268 between 9%am and Spm Monday to
Friday.

Sincerely

Roger A Baxter
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Background

For some time wy area of interest has been the ecology of children's centres.
That is, the unique personal, social, psychological, and physical environments
that are created when groups of young children attend a long day care and
educaticn service.

These environments result from a number of factors, including the way space and
equipment are organised and made available; the types of material provided for
the children; the way activities are planned and implemented by staff; and the
way the children get on with each other.

The ecology is a combination of all those things and how people react tc or
interact with them. In some ways it can be described as the 'feeling' you get
about the centre - the atmosphere cof the place.

In particular, I have been looking at the way centre environments have the
potential to shape behavicur. Just as most of us are compelled to act in certain
and different ways when entering a church, compared to being at the beach or a
football matceh, it appears that centres may have an impact on the way all young
children behave.

Past research suggests that this does happen, but has not clearly identified
specific activities or items that exert common influences on all children within
the group. My research is aimed at trying to establish the existence of such
influences and, if successful, to determine how they functicn.

My approach

To do this I will need tc chserve the behaviour of the children in the 3-5 year-
o0ld group over the rest of the year. I will not be conducting any experiments
or even asking the children {or staff) tc do anything other than what they always
do. In fact, it is essential that everything remains as 'mormal' as possible -
any changes to the usual environment would not be particularly helpful teo my
work.

During the observation period I will be sitting or standing at a distance from
the child I am observing. I will not initiate contact with any of the children,
but will respond if any approach me. Should the child I am observing become
aware of me watching him/her and indicate distress or d&iscomfort then the
observations on that child will cease immediately.

My focus

Although I am interested in all types of behaviour, the entire range is far too
wide for a single study. Therefore, the focus of the observaticns will be on
those behaviours that disrupt the normal functioning of the classroom and
implementation of lesscns/activities.

This category has been selected because {a) it is gemerally accepted as the type
of behaviours of most concern to teachers and parents, and (b) it tends to ke
easier to observe than more positive kehaviours.

At the risk of portraying the project as a negative one, it must be said that
the findings have the potential to help all those involved in children's
centres minimise aspects of a centre's environment that may 'trigger!®
disruptive behaviours. It must alsc be said that disruptive behavicur is not
always negative: Happy excitement can also cause disruptions to planned
activities.

I should point out that I am not interested in comparing ome child's behavicur
to that of another or trying to establish whether any child is a behaviour
'problem’ .

I will be locking at the individual changes in behaviour of every child as he/she
moves between activities and locations, morning to afternoon, Monday to Friday,
autumn to winter. The focus of the project is on identifying envirconmental
factors that affect ALL children - tc some degree or another.

The cobservations
Each observation day will 'focus' on one child and start as soon as he or she
arrives at the centre in the morning and will continue until he or she leaves in
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the afternoon. This will be repeated on each of the different days the focus-
child attends the centre. For example, if your child is enrclled on a Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday, then I would want to observe him or her on each of those
three different days, although not necessarily in the same week.

My preference would be to spread the observation days cver the period from March
to September, 1998. Such a schedule would also provide me, you, and your centre
with considerable flexibility in agreeing to appropriate days for me to come and
observe, and to eliminate any problems if the child I planned to observe is
absent because of illness, heclidays, etc.

Maintenance of your privacy and security of information

During the cbservation period, all data will be recorded directly onto audio-tape
using a cassette tape-recorder. The tape recorder will be hidden from the
children's view to minimise any disruption to their activities that it may
otherwise cause. At the end of the day the audio-tapes will be stored in my
office at the Special Education Centre. Typed transcriptions will be made from
the tapes by me at a later date and these will be used for data analysis.

There will be no other paper records except consent forms provided by parents and
staff and some notes from comparison observations taken during the trial ohserx-
vations period. I will be the only person observing and recording the children's
behaviours and will not be discussing individual chservations with anyone, with
three exceptions:

1. To help ensure standardisation of the data collection process, I will need
to video-film 1 x 30 minute session every month during the formal
cbservation period. This video will conly include children whose parents
specifically agree to their children being filmed for such a purpose. From
the wvideo-film record I will repeat data ccllection on a previous
observation session which will allow me to check my accuracy against the
original commentary. This is necessary to ensure the consistency of my
record keeping over the year. The film will be kept in wy office at the
Special Education Centre for approximately one month. No parent or staff
member will have access to the film and no copies will be made. Apart from
accuracy checks, the film has no cother value for my research and will be
erased after the check had been made.

2. During both the trial and observaticn pericd, there may be situations where
I need tc clarify with staff what happened in the centre during a
particular event. This cculd mean discussing the behaviour of your child
but only in relation tc environmental factors and what I am recording for
the group at that particular moment.

3. After the observations have been completed, the accuracy of my data
analysis will be checked by two teachers not attached to the child care
centre. The teachers will read through a sample of transceripts and
identify disruptive events involving staff and children. No child, parent,
or staff members can be identified from the transcripts and the child care
centre is not named.

Identification of participants

No names are regquired for the observations (except on the consent form),
addresses and telephone numbers are not required at all. Apart from each child's
date of birth and gender, no other information about the children or their
families is needed. Teo facilitate analysis of the data, all children, adults,
and situaticns being cbserved will be assigned code numbers or letters, but these
will not be linked tc any personal details or the consent forms.

Similarly, any information that you provide, or collected through the
observations, will remain confidential to the researchers. Publication of re-
sults will be in general terms and will not allow the identification of
individuals.

Complaints

The University requires that all participants are informed that if they have any
complaint concerning the manner in which a research project is conducted it may
be given to the researcher or if an independent person is preferred, to the Human
Research Ethics Officer, Office for Research, Chancellery, University of
Newcastle, 2308. Telephone 45216333,
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YTour decision to participate

I think that this is an important research area because the environment of a
¢hildren's centre has not been examined in detail before. Consegquently, the
findings could have widespread benefits for the design and implementation of
programs in a variety of children's services.

I hope you will be willing to have yourself and your child participate in the
initial trials, the formal observations, and the video-filmed cbserver checking
process. However, the choice is most certainly yours. Realise that whether or
not you decide to participate your decision will not affect your child's
enrolment at the centre. Also realise you can withdraw yourself and/or your
child from the study at any time and deo not have to give any reasons for
withdrawing. Your decision will nct be discussed with centre staff and no
cbservations will be made of your child unless you return the consent form
indicating your agreement.

In the meantime, perhaps a list of things I will need from ycu, if you agree to
participate, may help you in your decision.

Sign and return one copy of the 'consent teo participate' form,

Stating:

a. Your name;

b. the name of your child attending the centre;

c. the date of birth cf your child attending the centre;

d. the gender of your child attending the centre; and

e, the days on which your child normally attends the centre.

Agreeing to my observing:

£. your child at the centre at any time during the trial period;

g. your child at the centre on each of the days of the week he/she normally
attends the centre;
and

h. your interaction with your child while you are in the centre delivering

and/or picking him/her up.

Alsc agreeing to:
i. your c¢hild being video-filmed to help check the accuracy of my observ-
ations.

Thank you for taking an interest in this research project and for taking the time
to read this information brochure. As I said earlier, if you need clarification
of any points then please dc not hesitate to contact me.
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CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE
in
research concerning

The influence of the envircnment on child behaviour
in a children's centres.

I agree to participate and to iet my child participate in those parts
of the research concerning the influence of the envircnment on child
behaviour in a children's centre, listed below, and give my consent
freely. I understand that this research project will be carried out
as described in the information statement, a copy of which I have re-
tained. I realise that whether or not I decide to participate my
decision will not affect my child's enrclment at this centre. I also
realise I can withdraw myself and my child from the study at any time
and do not have to give any reasons for withdrawing. I have had all
my questions answered to my satisfaction.

Please cross out that which does not apply, complete details and sign
the bottom of the form

1. I agree/do not agree to my child being observed at the centre
at any time during the trial perieod.

2. I agree/do mot agree to my child being observed at the centre
on each of the days of the week he/she normally attends the
centre.

3. I agree/do not agree to my being observed interacting with my
child when I am in the centre delivering and/or picking him/her
up.

4. I agree/dc not agree to my child being videc-filmed for the

purpose of checking the standard of observation accuracy.

Full name of child: ... ... .. . i it
Gender of child ........ child's date of birth)..../..../....
The days on which my child normally attends the centre are:

Monday [ ] Tuesday [ ] Wednesday [ ] Thursday [ ! Friday [ 1

We normally arrive at ...... am and normally leave at ...... pm
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Arrival and departure times of focus-children on observation days

Day #
Day #
Day #
Day #
Day #
Day #
Day #
Day #
Day #
Day # 10
Day # 11
Day # 12
Day # 13
Day # 14
Day # 15
Day # 16
Day # 17
Day # 18
Day # 19
Day # 20
Day # 21
Day # 22
Day # 23
Day # 24
Day # 25
Day # 26
Day # 27
Day # 28
Day # 29
Day # 30
Day # 31
Day # 32
Day # 33
Day # 34
Day# 35
Day # 36
Day # 37
Day # 38
Day # 39
Day # 40
Day # 41
Day # 42
Day # 43
Day # 44
Day # 45
Day # 46
Day # 47
Day # 48
Day # 49
Day # 50
Day # 51
Day # 52
Day # 53
Day # 54

OCRO~N~NOOPEWN -

8:00 AM
7:30 AM
7:37 AM
8:18 AM
8:20 AM
8:24 AM
8:22 AM
8:55 AM
8:52 AM
8:52 AM
8:17 AM
8:40 AM
9:11 AM
9:11 AM
9:18 AM
8:55 AM
9:18 AM
8:40 AM
9:02 AM
9:02 AM
9:36 AM
8:55 AM
8:57 AM
9:06 AM
9:17 AM
9:00 AM
8:52 AM
8:53 AM
9:18 AM
8:54 AM
8:43 AM
8:36 AM
8:51 AM
9:02 AM
9:03 AM
9:04 AM
8:45 AM
9:15 AM
9:50 AM
8:53 AM
8:25 AM
9:08 AM
8:51 AM
9:06 AM
9:19 AM
8:59 AM
8:40 AM
8:35 AM
8:35 AM
8:43 AM
8:42 AM
8:53 AM
8:58 AM
9:32 AM

- 5:20 PM
- 3:58 PM
- 3:35 PM
- 3:04 PM
- 2:17 PM
- 4:07 PM
- 4:00 PM
- 4:48 PM
- 3:16 PM
- 4:54 PM
- 4:06 PM
- 5:02 PM
- 3:25 PM
- 3:04 PM
- 4:12 PM
- 3:06 PM
- 4:48 PM
- 3:23 PM
- 4:04 PM
- 5:15 PM
- 3:50 PM
- 4:35 PM
- 3:56 PM
- 4:18 PM
- 5:08 PM
- 413 PM
- 4:24 PM
- 4:24 PM
- 4:27 PM
- 3:24PM
- 3119 PM
- 4:34 PM
- 5:30 PM
- 4:06 PM
- 65:17 PM
- 4:30 PM
- 4:35 PM
- 4:04 PM
- 3:51 PM
- 5:22 PM
- 4:16 PM
- 3:52PM
- 4:23 PM
- 4:12 PM
- 3:15 PM
- 1:15 PM
- 1:42 PM
- 5:18 PM
- 3:20 PM
- 4:49 PM
- 448 PM
- 3:36 PM
- 5:23 PM
- 415 PM
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Minutes each focus-child was observed in major settings

APPENDIX 4
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UCBs involving focus-children in each major setting

APPENDIX 5
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Appendix 5 - UCBs involving focus-children in each major setting - sheet 2
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Appendix 5 - UCBs involving focus-children in each major setting - sheet 3
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Initiators and targets of UCBs

APPENDIX 6
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Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs
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Appendix 7 - Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 2
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Appendix 7 - Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 3
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Appendix 7 - Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 5
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Appendix 7 - Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 4
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Appendix 7 - Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBSs - sheet 6
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Appendix 7 - Setting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 37
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Appendix 7 - Sefting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 38
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Appendix 7 - Sefting, child action, and child associates for each UCBs - sheet 41
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